Living Hope – Equipping Track

Being Made Holy

“…by one sacrifice he has made perfect for ever those who are being made holy.” Hebrews 10:14

Introduction

If you are a Christian then Christ has already set you free from the penalty of sin (see Romans 6:22-23). And in the future, when ‘perfection comes’ and this mortal body is finished with, we shall be set free from the very presence of sin (see 1 Corinthians 13:10; Revelation 21:27; Romans 6:6-7). But between these two states we have a life to live, and this involves a process – the process of being set free from the power of sin. The Bible calls this ‘sanctification’, the process of being made holy. This process will last the whole of our natural lives, as little by little we are “being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory…” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

What Is Holiness?

God is holy. He is separate from sin and everything that is impure or evil. Instead, he is full of everything that is good, righteous, loving and true. And he wants us to be like him. “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16). Sometimes Christians fear the idea of holiness – they run away from it instead of pursuing it with a passion.

Question: Why do you think this might be?

Choose one answer:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

They think it’s too difficult to live a holy life

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Satan, our spiritual enemy, has deceived them with his lies

 FORMCHECKBOX 

They think it’s not ‘cool’ to be holy

 FORMCHECKBOX 

It’s of no real, practical benefit to us

 FORMCHECKBOX 

All of the above!

Why Should We Desire Holiness?

Read 2 Peter 1:3-11.

Question: What two benefits can we obtain through God’s “very great and precious promises”?

	     

	     


Also read Ephesians 4:22-24.

In these two Scriptures the Apostles Peter and Paul say basically the same thing: We can escape the corruption of this world caused by our own evil desires, and instead be transformed (little by little) into the image of God. And the more we become like him, the more we’ll find a life that really works – we’ll discover life as he originally meant it to be. This is ‘the life that is truly life’!

Five More Reasons To Desire Holiness

· A holy life pleases God (1 Thessalonians 4:1-8)

· Without holiness no-one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14)

· Growing in holiness means ever-increasing freedom from our old, self-destructive sinful nature (Romans 6:19-23; Galatians 6:7-8)

· Godly character has value both for this life and the life to come! (1 Timothy 4:7-8)

· Increasing holiness qualifies us to serve God’s purpose in our generation (2 Timothy 2:20-21).

How Can We Grow In Holiness?

The Work of the Holy Spirit

Read 1 Peter 1:1-2. One of the key roles the Holy Spirit plays in our lives is to lead us into holiness. We have already examined this role in the module ‘Live By The Spirit’. Here it is enough to say that we will grow in holiness as we continue to submit to the Spirit and as we obey his guiding.

Confession

Read 1 John 1:8-10; 2:1 and Romans 8:1. Christians still sin! Though we have been saved by Christ’s sacrifice on our behalf, we still have a sinful nature. Confession is an important weapon in our battle against sin. If we sin and fail God, he does not condemn us! He accepts us because of Christ’s righteousness, not our own. So when we fail, if we humbly admit our failure to him and ask his forgiveness, he has promised to listen and forgive! Don’t let your failures fester. Take them to God quickly and receive again his forgiveness and peace.

Repentance

Write out Revelation 3:19

	     

	     


Also read Hebrews 6:1 and Luke 17:3-4.

Just as we became Christians by repenting and believing the gospel message, so we continue to grow in Christ by continuing to repent and believe! To repent means to turn away from what is wrong and turn towards God. Just as Jesus’ example in Luke 17 instructs us to keep on forgiving those who offend us and turn back, so as many times as we fail God, if we turn back to him, he will forgive and accept us. Let us not fear his anger, but realise that nothing can ‘separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Romans 8:39). Therefore, ‘we are more than conquerors through him who loved us’ (Romans 8:37).

A Transformed Mind

Read Romans 12:1-2 and Colossians 3:1-2.

By filling our minds with things that are good and right, and by setting our hearts and minds on the things of God, we are doing our part to cooperate with the Holy Spirit. As we make it our habit to do these things regularly, he will transform our character.

Avoid Being Morally Neutral (or ‘Spiritually Empty’)

We must seek holiness with a passion! If we merely accept God’s forgiveness and cleansing each time we sin, we will be very vulnerable to the passions and desires of the sinful nature. Read Luke 11:24-26. What can happen to those released from demon possession can happen to us all. If we get rid of what is bad in our lives but do not fill its place with what is good and positive, then the bad will be only too willing to return. Emptiness of purpose in our spiritual lives can be devastating.

Read Philippians 3:12-14.

Let us also ‘press on towards the goal to win the prize for which God has called [us] heavenwards in Christ Jesus’!

Struggling Against Sin – A Battle!

Read Hebrews 12:1-11.

Question: Give two reasons why we should not lose heart in this struggle against sin.

	     

	     

	     


These verses also show us the key to overcoming sin. We do not struggle alone, but the victory is gained as, in the midst of temptation, ‘we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!’ (verse 9).

It’s Your Choice

In the end, the choice to pursue spiritual growth and holiness belongs to us. But it is not a choice between living an ‘ordinary’ Christian life (with no special effort to be holy) or an especially committed or ‘victorious’ Christian life (with a passion to grow in holiness). Rather, it is a choice between living a genuinely Christian life in which we endeavour to please God and grow in holiness, or living like the unbelievers around us who follow the desires of the sinful nature and cannot please God (see Romans 8:5-8). In the latter case you will still be saved in the end, but you will have missed the life God intended for you. Your works will be burned up in the judgment and you’ll have missed the ‘life that is truly life’! (See 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 and 1 Timothy 6:19).

We All Need Help

Battling against sin and temptation is tough. Even with all the motivation and resources we’ve looked at in this study, it is still hard. In fact, God has provided another powerful means to help us in this struggle – each other! This is the subject of the next study, “Body Life – The Place Of Growth”.
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